Breweries swap pubs
to give wider choice

ODDINGTONS of Manchester and Greenall Whitley of
B‘Hu'ringtun have agreed to exchange some of their

pubs to give the public more freedom of choice.
Boddingtons will take over 10 Greenall Whitley
tenanted houses in the St Helens area and GW will
receive eight houses in the Stockport, Eccles, Hyde,
Preston and Wilmslow areas, Greenall Whitley this
month became the brewery with the largest number of
pubs from the de-nationalised Carlisle State illanage-
ment Scheme. Another beer-swap: Ridleys,the Essex
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Chemist

warns of
stomach
trouble

il AIALYTICAL chemist
Aw:lo does work for

major breweries is
atzinst keg and pressur-
ised beers.

.he chemist, who was
ansWering CAMRA inquiries
about possible health
hazards caused by carbon
dioxide being forced into
beer, says he goes out of
his way to drink real
draught beer.

He told CAMRA that too
much carbon dieoxide in
beer could cause acidity
in the stomach, It was,
he said, well known that
carbonic acid, which is
formed when COz is dis-
solved in water, had an
adverse effect on the
digestion.

Sut he added that
drinkers today often got
the beer they deserved
because they accepted
anything and didn't com=
plain enocugh about bad
vroducts.

A CHALLENGE
- T0 KEEP
BEER GOING

JREWERY bhas practic-
A_.lly challenged CAMRA

to help keep one of
its products on the mar-
ket. e

Courage of Reading say
that their Directors
Bitter needs to sell at
the rate of 20 gallons
a week in each of 200
pubs for it to be an econ-
omic proposition.

CAMRA General Secretary
John Green, who wrote to
Courage after rumours
that the potent Directors
Bitter was to be phased
out, says: "I was assured
that Directors would not
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brewery with only 64 pubs, are understoed to nave
got the mo-ahead to sell their ale in some Trumans

houses in the

Zast London aresa.

CAMRA MAY GET

APUB

AMRA is looking into

the possibility of

opening its own pub or
club to show the public
how real draught beer
should be served.

The National Ixecutive
has anpeinted a three-man
committee to investigate
the idea and to sort out
the legal and financial
problems involved.

The plan had been sug-
gested by a number of
members over the past few
months, but positive
action was decided upon
only last month after
Peter Atkinson, a member
of CAMRA living in London,
had addressed a meeting
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of the Executive.

Atkinson, who hails

rom the ijorth East, said
he had made preliminary
inquiries about opening a
pub to fight the spread of
keg and pressurised beers
before he joined CAMRA,
and he was sure that it
could give a great boost
to the Campaign.

Even if CAMRA failed to
get the necessary licences
and planning permission,
he said, the Campaign
could benefit by drawing
the attention of the
courts and councils to
the serious shortage of
real draught beer pubs in
many areas.

O frard,

Terry Pattinson, the
Campaign's Press Officer,
said much of the diffi-
culty over getting a
licence might oe removed
if the recommendations of
the Erroll Committee were
made law,

The Executive elected
Pattinson and Frank
Baillie to serve on the
committee with Pattinson.
Baillie, whe is preparing
a renort on tank beer for
CAMRA, has written a
guide for beer drinkers
which is to be published
later this year.

Drinkers
‘are
fed up’

NDEPENDENRT brewers

Shepherd Neame say in

their annual report that
veer drinkers are fed up
with ''standardised nat-
ional beers'".

Chairman Robert Neame
told shareholders: "There
is a growing awareness
among the opublic to try to
find products with chir=
acter and I am certain we
are meeting a real need
in this respect as far as
the brewing industry is
concerned in our trading
area.'

But the Kent brewery has
cmbarked on the road to
top pressure - one of the
surest ways of standard-
ising the taste of ale -
in their 201 pubs.







